


Design Idea File

ANN_MATESL CONTRIBUTI EDITOR

The soaking tub in the master bath rests on a mahogany base with beveled-edge slats giving it the feel of an Asian spa, says inte

designer Courtney Lawrence. Stainless steel brackets connect the corners of the base and complement the stainless steel ”

base of the legs of the custom-designed and built mahogany cabinetry. Custom light fixtures are brass with sandblasted glass s
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We maintained a consistent use

of materials and finishes indoors
and out and from the main floor liv
ing spaces throughout the upstairs
bedrooms,” says architect Steven
Sennikoff, of Scheurer Architects,
who designed the home. This
includes a rustic palette of materials
such as exposed beams, operating
awning windows and shutters, wide
plank wood floors and an earth-tone
color scheme. Although the home is

designed to convey a casual “beach

acter, its interior livi

1g Spaces
retain a sense of sophistication and
high-quality det

The h

a mix of influences from beach areas

> retlects

mes intenor st

rid,” says intenior

designer rence, who

also was resj r developing

ire plan for the

home. “1 get

architect and 1 fill them in. In this
home there are influences from Asia
Africa and even Indonesia
Lawrence also designed the custom
light fixtures and cabinetry used
[ill\lllHlllllll the house.

I'he home is located on an infill
site in an established, beach-orient
ed community with existing homes
surrounding it. Because of its high
density setting, it was extremely
important to maintain privacy for
both entertaining and retreat space
for his clients, says Sennikoff. His

design for the two-story home was

based on a U-shaped footprint, cre

or courtyard as

ating a sheltered ir

well as a separate entry o

The exposed mahogany ceiling timbers in the master suite and bath are both st
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The walls feature 10-inch-wide painted pine boards which appear to be structural but

are really decorative, Lawrence says. Spacers were used to deliberately create gaps

between the panels to give "movement and texture to them similar those found in an

old beach house.
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Privacy is addressed throughout the
home by both room layout and care-
ful positioning of windows.

On its main floor, large window
walls provide access to the outdoor
courtyard and decks.

Upstairs, a loft serves as a buffer
between two secondary suites, while
three different “vestibules,” accented
by ceiling changes and display nich-
es lead to the master retreat.

“l wanted to create a more inter-
esting entry to this space rather than
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a typical hallway,
really becomes a visual experience as
you transition into the master suite.”

The master bedroom and bath fea-
ture painted horizontal paneling on
the walls and ceiling. Windows on
all three exterior walls of the bed-
room provide the opportunity to
open the space up to the outdoors.
Custom windows and operating
shutters ventilate the space without
any loss of privacy. Both rooms also

says Lawrence. "It

feature 15-foot vaulted, paneled ceil-
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ings with exposed mahogany trusses

I'he master bathroom is designed
to have a Zen-like, peaceful quality
about it, says Lawrence, with the
soaking tub serving as its focal point.
“It really creates a very beautiful
vignette for the center of the space.”
The twb fixtures are incorporated
into a mahogany post at its head.
French doors on either side of the
post provide outdoor views or access
to a small deck.

“The relationship between the tub
and the doors was particularly impor-
tant to my clients,” says Sennikoff.
“They really wanted a bathroom that
opened to the outside.”

The tub’s prominent position
makes it the key design element of
the space. “In most conventional
bathrooms, the tub is positioned in
a more private location,” says
Sennikoff. “In this case, the tub is
so dramatic that it really functions
as a piece of art. I call it a ‘display’
bathtub.”

The home was completed in
October 2003. CB

CUSTOM PRIMARY RESIDENCE
Style of Home: Caribbean Eclectic
Beach House

Location: Newport Beach, Calif.
Total Square Footage: 3800 sq. ft.
Architect: Scheurer Architects,
Newport Beach, Calif.

Builder: Alexander Communities,
Costa Mesa, Calif.

Interior Design: C.C. and Company,
Newport Beach, Calif.

Major Products Used: CABINETRY:
Zeithing Cabinets (custom)
COUNTERTOPS: Bedrosians; Walker
Zanger PLUMBING FIXTURES: Herbeau
Creations; Villeroy & Boch; Philippe
Starch TILE: Walker Zanger
LIGHTING FIXTURES: Lantern Masters
(custom) HVAC: Carrier WINDOWS &
DOORS: Stovall Company (custom)
PHOTOGRAPHY BY ERIC FIGGE
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